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ESTH  Officer  delivered  Reftel  message  requesting  posts  to 
explain  USG  opposition  to  IRENA  and  report  host  country 
positions  to  Yoo  Yeon-chul,  Director  of  the  Energy  and 
Resources  Cooperation  Division  at  the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Trade  on  January  14.  Director  Yoo  was  familiar 
with  the  German  initiative  to  create  the  IRENA,  but  said  his 
ministry  had  not  yet  decided  whether  it  would  support  the 
initiative  or  participate  in  the  meeting  at  the  end  of  this 
month  to  launch  the  agency.  He  thanked  ESTH  Officer  for 
explaining  the  USG  views  and  said  he  would  carefully  consider 
those  views  in  forming  the  South  Korean  position  on  IRENA. 

He  also  promised  to  inform  ESTH  Officer  in  the  next  few  days 
whether  South  Korea  would  attend  the  IRENA  launch  meeting. 
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